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lightening, although he is distinctly mentioned as the rain-
giver ; he is connected in a general way to all the phenomena
we see connected with the rains.

Some of the feats of Trita remain unexplained until we can
find out tke physical nature of the personalities connected with
such feats.

2.   Mitra and Varuna.

Mitra and Varuna, being closely associated in the Rigveda,
are here considered together.

They are invoked together in some nineteen hymns and
in about two hundred and thirteen passages in addition, with
or without other deities. Mitra has been praised alone in a
single hymn (III. 59) and with or without Varuna in about
two hundred and forty-one passages. Varuna has been ad-
dressed alone in seven complete hymns and with Indra in seven
complete and parts of two hymns. He has been altogether
invoked about three hundred and fifteen times, with or without
Mitra and other deities. Their wives are also mentioned in
several passages (I. 22. 12 ; I. 109. 2). They are associated
with Axyaman in a large number of passages.

There are many physical features attributed to Mtra and
Varuna. They are visible (I. 38. 13; V. 65. 1), bright (I.
136. 4 ; II. 27. 2 ; V. 67. 1 ; VII. 66. 17 ; etc.), full of strength
(III. 59. 8; VI. 48. 1; VII. 66. 2; etc.), producers of sound
(X. 102. 7) and fire-tongued (VII. 66. 10). They are emperors
(V. 63. 2, 3; VHL 25. 4), Their brightness illuminates the
heaven and earth and sky. They are unequal (asama) (VI.
67. 1).

We are informed of Varuna's traits. He is irritable (IV.
41. 4), orderly (dhrtavrata) (I. 141. 9 ; H. 1. 4 ; etc.) and white
in colour (VIII. 41. 9; etc.). We are told of Varuna's wrath
(I. 24. 6 ; VIE. 84, 2 ; etc.). Agni is invoked for relief from
Vantna's wrath (IV. 1, 4) and from Varuna's mischief (I. 128.
7). Soma and Rudra have been invoked to save from Varuna's
trap (VI. 74. 4). Varuna's garments are all golden (I. 25. 13).
Varuna and Indra are friendly to each other (V. 41. 3).

Mitra and Varuna are Idityas (I. 14. 3; II. 27. 2, 6;
etc.); they are Aditi's sons (VHI. 25. 2 ; X. 36. 3); Aditi gave
birth to them (VHI. 25. 3). Varuna has seven sisters, of whom
he is in the middle (VOL 41. 2; VTH. 59. 4). Vibhva (one
of the Rbhus) belongs to Varuna (IV. 33. 9). Varuna is Agni's
brother" and friend (IV. 1, 2, 3), Dawn is Varuna's sister
(I. 123. 5), Varuna and the sun follow the regulations of Indra
(I. 101. 3). We are told of Mitra and Varuna's messengers
(VI. 67. 51 VII. 61. 3). Varuna's messengers sit down axound
him (I. 27. 13). Varuna's messengers are thousand-eyed
(Atharvaveda IV. 16. 4). Varuna, again, is the horse of the
sacrifice (I. 163. 4).